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ATTACHMENT #2

August 27, 2024

Mr. Kevin McCarthy
City of Indian Wells
44950 Eldorado Drive
Indian Wells, CA 92210

Dear Mr. McCarthy,

Thank you for your time on August 14, 2024, to discuss potential funding from the
City of Indian Wells for The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens. We appreciate your
guidance through this process. Our official request with the City of Indian Wells is
for $2 million to support the mission and programs of The Living Desert. The $2
million can be paid in annual installments of $500,000 over four years. To recognize
the gift, The Living Desert is offering name recognition on one of the following
features to the City of Indian Wells:

e Marketplace Restaurant and Patio

¢ Rhino Encounter Pavilion

e **|jon Ridge Habitat 2 has been selected by members of Eldorado Country
Club for $3 Million and is no longer available for naming.

I compiled the research you requested about various other California cities, their
financial support for their local zoos, and the resulting economic impact. Please see
the attached documents for detailed information. To summarize:

1) Funding and Economic Impact comparisons for San Diego, Los Angeles, and
Indian Wells:

a. San Diego:
i. FY2022 Budget: $16.5 Million (non-personnel expenditures)
ii. FY2022 Revenue: $407 Million
iii. FY2023 Annual Impact: $2.4 Billion

b. Los Angeles:
i. FY2022/23 Budget: $23.7 Million
ii. FY2022/23 Revenue: $25.6 Million
iii. FY2018/19 Annual Impact: $80.3 Million (most recent data
available)

c. Coachella Valley and Indian Wells:
i. FY 2022/23 Economic Impact in the Coachella Valley is $148 Million
ii. FY 2022/23 Economic Impact in the City of Indian Wells is $7.9
Million

2) Case for Support for the Los Angeles Zoo renovation and the Sacramento
Z00’s relocation to Elk Grove:

a. "“Los Angeles City Council backs controversial L.A. Zoo renovation plan”
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i. Estimated Investment: $650 Million

b. Elk Grove Case for Support to move the Sacramento Zoo:
i. Estimated Investment: $225 Million
ii. Estimated Economic Impact: Economic impacts totaling more than
$249 million and $425 million in one-time construction activity.

In closing, we are excited about the potential partnership between the City of Indian Wells and The
Living Desert Zoo and Gardens. Your support will significantly enhance our ability to continue
providing world-class conservation efforts, educational programs, and unique experiences that
benefit the residents of Indian Wells and the broader community. We look forward to working
together to make a lasting impact. Please feel free to reach out with any further questions or if
additional information is needed.

Thank you once again for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Jeff Petrovic

Chief Development Officer

The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens
jpetrovic@livingdesert.org
760-346-9584




