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From: Lu Barnes
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2024 3:06 PM
To: Community <community@indianwells.com>
Subject: Re: Mayor's Corner

CAUTION: This email originated outside our organization. Be cautious with any links or attachments.

Dear Indian Wells Council Members,

My late husband and I moved to the desert around 1990 and took up our "snowbird" residency at
Eldorado Country Club. Being community minded we immediately became active in the valley, we
became active with the McCallum Theater,  the Living Desert and many other local charities in the
valley and thru the years continued to do so. 

After my husband passed I continued with his passion of giving. The Living Desert has always had my
financial and emotional support UNTIL of late. A few years ago, I passionately gave the Living Desert
the funds to create a beautiful mural with the understanding that it would be placed in a location for all
to enjoy upon arriving and departing and would be a beautiful backdrop for a memorable picture to be
taken as a lifetime memory for those attending the  Living Desert. I was so proud and honored to do
this and have my friends and family have a memory of their experience with my gift of love to the
Living Desert. This was something I was anticipating my grandchildren, great grandchildren someday
to look upon and be proud of their heritage. I was recently informed that the mural had "outlived its
life" and was discarded. I was heartbroken and so disappointed . This was not my understanding of its
intention and its short lived purpose. My late husbands legacy is still present in a train scene at the
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Living Desert and I was told that the mural would also be permanent. 
 
As an Indian Wells long term home owner and contributor to the community please think carefully
before contributing city funds to a business not in our town and one that treats its donors so
disrespectfully. 

On Feb 20, 2024, at 7:21 AM, City of Indian Wells <community@indianwells.com> wrote:
 

 

Mayor's Corner
 

Dear Indian Wells Residents:
 
As you may know, The Living Desert, which is located partially within the City of Indian
Wells, has requested a significant contribution from the city to fund improvements to its
facility ($2 million). Your City Council has embarked on a comprehensive process to
evaluate the request (a procedure invoked whenever a request for a significant
contribution is made). The most important part of the process and evaluation is
obtaining the opinions of Indian Wells residents. The first step in the process requires
The Living Desert to conduct a town hall meeting to explain its request and seek
resident feedback. The Living Desert has scheduled the town hall meeting for this
afternoon, February 20, at 4:00 p.m. in the City Council chambers.
 
Contrary to an email sent to many Indian Wells residents (a copy of which was provided
to me only late yesterday which explains this last-minute message to you), THE TOWN
HALL MEETING IS NOT "THE ONE AND ONLY CHANCE TO GIVE YOUR
OPINION" on The Living Desert request. In addition to at least one City Council public
hearing, residents can express their opinions by emailing individual members of the
City Council (the email addresses are listed on the City's website - my email address is
given below). If you cannot attend The Living Desert town hall meeting this afternoon,
the City Council public hearing when it is scheduled or prefer to communicate your
opinion privately, you can call me at my telephone number listed below.

mailto:community@indianwells.com


 
Rest assured, your opinions on The Living Desert's request for a significant monetary
contribution from the City of Indian Wells will be heard.
 
Sincerely,
Greg Sanders
Mayor
City of Indian Wells
gsanders@indianwells.com
(949) 533-3429 (Cell)  

 

City of Indian Wells
44-950 Eldorado Drive 
Indian Wells, CA 92210 
(760) 346-2489

Monday- Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(Closed 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.)
Closed Major Holidays

Stay Connected

  ‌    ‌    ‌
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Hugs !    
Lu  
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From: Genie 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 9:13 AM
To: Community <community@indianwells.com>
Subject: Re: Mayor's Corner
 

CAUTION: This email originated outside our organization. Be cautious with any links or attachments.

Although we are part time residents of Indian Wells, but own a home there, we
heartily agree that 2 million can be spent on the Living Desert, a true gem of the area.  The
animals have to eat and have a healthy place to survive.   Any amenities needed will
enhance the whole experience for visitors. Yes. spent the money!
Genevieve and Frank Brown
owners:  
 

On Feb 20, 2024, at 7:21 AM, City of Indian Wells <community@indianwells.com> wrote:
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Mayor's Corner
 

Dear Indian Wells Residents:
 
As you may know, The Living Desert, which is located partially within the City of Indian
Wells, has requested a significant contribution from the city to fund improvements to its
facility ($2 million). Your City Council has embarked on a comprehensive process to
evaluate the request (a procedure invoked whenever a request for a significant
contribution is made). The most important part of the process and evaluation is
obtaining the opinions of Indian Wells residents. The first step in the process requires
The Living Desert to conduct a town hall meeting to explain its request and seek
resident feedback. The Living Desert has scheduled the town hall meeting for this
afternoon, February 20, at 4:00 p.m. in the City Council chambers.
 
Contrary to an email sent to many Indian Wells residents (a copy of which was provided
to me only late yesterday which explains this last-minute message to you), THE TOWN
HALL MEETING IS NOT "THE ONE AND ONLY CHANCE TO GIVE YOUR
OPINION" on The Living Desert request. In addition to at least one City Council public
hearing, residents can express their opinions by emailing individual members of the
City Council (the email addresses are listed on the City's website - my email address is
given below). If you cannot attend The Living Desert town hall meeting this afternoon,
the City Council public hearing when it is scheduled or prefer to communicate your
opinion privately, you can call me at my telephone number listed below.
 
Rest assured, your opinions on The Living Desert's request for a significant monetary
contribution from the City of Indian Wells will be heard.
 
Sincerely,
Greg Sanders
Mayor
City of Indian Wells
gsanders@indianwells.com
(949) 533-3429 (Cell)  
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From: Linda Kaeser
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 7:31 AM
To: Community <community@indianwells.com>
Subject: Re: Mayor's Corner
 

CAUTION: This email originated outside our organization. Be cautious with any links or
attachments.

People who think the Living Desert is some kind of economic engine driving our economy are SMOKING
CRACK!!!!
 
NO ONE COMES TO IW JUST TO SEE LIVING DESERT!!!!   INSANITY
 
They come for weather, golf and tennis, hockey.......and music......period!!!!!!      maybe awards and
modernism too 
Living Desert is just an AFTERTHOUGHT 
 
DO NOT FUND LIVING DESERT..........NOW OR EVER 
Linda Kaeser 
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On Tue, Feb 20, 2024 at 7:21 AM City of Indian Wells <community@indianwells.com> wrote:

The Living Desert Request

 

Mayor's Corner
 

Dear Indian Wells Residents:
 
As you may know, The Living Desert, which is located
partially within the City of Indian Wells, has requested a
significant contribution from the city to fund improvements to
its facility ($2 million). Your City Council has embarked on a
comprehensive process to evaluate the request (a procedure
invoked whenever a request for a significant contribution is
made). The most important part of the process and
evaluation is obtaining the opinions of Indian Wells
residents. The first step in the process requires The Living
Desert to conduct a town hall meeting to explain its request and seek resident
feedback. The Living Desert has scheduled the town hall meeting for this
afternoon, February 20, at 4:00 p.m. in the City Council chambers.
 
Contrary to an email sent to many Indian Wells residents (a copy of which was
provided to me only late yesterday which explains this last-minute message to
you), THE TOWN HALL MEETING IS NOT "THE ONE AND ONLY CHANCE TO
GIVE YOUR OPINION" on The Living Desert request. In addition to at least one
City Council public hearing, residents can express their opinions by emailing
individual members of the City Council (the email addresses are listed on the
City's website - my email address is given below). If you cannot attend The Living
Desert town hall meeting this afternoon, the City Council public hearing when it is
scheduled or prefer to communicate your opinion privately, you can call me at my
telephone number listed below.
 

mailto:community@indianwells.com


Rest assured, your opinions on The Living Desert's request for a significant
monetary contribution from the City of Indian Wells will be heard.
 
Sincerely,
Greg Sanders
Mayor
City of Indian Wells
gsanders@indianwells.com
(949) 533-3429 (Cell)  

 

City of Indian Wells
44-950 Eldorado Drive
Indian Wells, CA 92210
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From: Micaela Wilkey
To: Angelica Avila
Subject: FW: Mayor"s Corner
Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 9:38:59 AM
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From: MelissaM Metzler 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 7:27 AM
To: Community <community@indianwells.com>
Subject: Re: Mayor's Corner
 

CAUTION: This email originated outside our organization. Be cautious with any links or
attachments.

I fully support funding The Living Desert. I hope to make the meeting however with my schedule I may
not make it.
 
Thank you,
Melissa Metzler

 
On Tue, Feb 20, 2024, 7:21 AM City of Indian Wells <community@indianwells.com> wrote:

The Living Desert Request

mailto:mwilkey@indianwells.com
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Mayor's Corner
 

Dear Indian Wells Residents:
 
As you may know, The Living Desert, which is located
partially within the City of Indian Wells, has requested a
significant contribution from the city to fund improvements to
its facility ($2 million). Your City Council has embarked on a
comprehensive process to evaluate the request (a procedure
invoked whenever a request for a significant contribution is
made). The most important part of the process and
evaluation is obtaining the opinions of Indian Wells
residents. The first step in the process requires The Living
Desert to conduct a town hall meeting to explain its request and seek resident
feedback. The Living Desert has scheduled the town hall meeting for this
afternoon, February 20, at 4:00 p.m. in the City Council chambers.
 
Contrary to an email sent to many Indian Wells residents (a copy of which was
provided to me only late yesterday which explains this last-minute message to
you), THE TOWN HALL MEETING IS NOT "THE ONE AND ONLY CHANCE TO
GIVE YOUR OPINION" on The Living Desert request. In addition to at least one
City Council public hearing, residents can express their opinions by emailing
individual members of the City Council (the email addresses are listed on the
City's website - my email address is given below). If you cannot attend The Living
Desert town hall meeting this afternoon, the City Council public hearing when it is
scheduled or prefer to communicate your opinion privately, you can call me at my
telephone number listed below.
 
Rest assured, your opinions on The Living Desert's request for a significant
monetary contribution from the City of Indian Wells will be heard.
 



Sincerely,
Greg Sanders
Mayor
City of Indian Wells
gsanders@indianwells.com
(949) 533-3429 (Cell)  

 

City of Indian Wells
44-950 Eldorado Drive
Indian Wells, CA 92210
(760) 346-2489

Monday- Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(Closed 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.)
Closed Major Holidays

Stay Connected

‌ ‌ ‌
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From: Micaela Wilkey
To: Angelica Avila
Subject: FW: Mayor"s Corner
Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 9:38:38 AM
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From: karen schibler 
Sent: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 7:44 AM
To: Community <community@indianwells.com>
Subject: Re: Mayor's Corner
 

CAUTION: This email originated outside our organization. Be cautious with any links or
attachments.

I am in favor as a resident supporting the Living Desert.  Perhaps they could provide discounts to
residents and our guests.  It is quite expensive to go and many seniors just like to stroll and walk a bit
inside the facility.  At a 2million a year contribution it is just a thought.  I know the city supports residents
with golf and food discounts as well as tennis nights.  Sincerely,
Karen Schibler

 
On Tue, Feb 20, 2024 at 7:21 AM City of Indian Wells <community@indianwells.com> wrote:

The Living Desert Request
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Mayor's Corner
 

Dear Indian Wells Residents:
 
As you may know, The Living Desert, which is located
partially within the City of Indian Wells, has requested a
significant contribution from the city to fund improvements to
its facility ($2 million). Your City Council has embarked on a
comprehensive process to evaluate the request (a procedure
invoked whenever a request for a significant contribution is
made). The most important part of the process and
evaluation is obtaining the opinions of Indian Wells
residents. The first step in the process requires The Living
Desert to conduct a town hall meeting to explain its request and seek resident
feedback. The Living Desert has scheduled the town hall meeting for this
afternoon, February 20, at 4:00 p.m. in the City Council chambers.
 
Contrary to an email sent to many Indian Wells residents (a copy of which was
provided to me only late yesterday which explains this last-minute message to
you), THE TOWN HALL MEETING IS NOT "THE ONE AND ONLY CHANCE TO
GIVE YOUR OPINION" on The Living Desert request. In addition to at least one
City Council public hearing, residents can express their opinions by emailing
individual members of the City Council (the email addresses are listed on the
City's website - my email address is given below). If you cannot attend The Living
Desert town hall meeting this afternoon, the City Council public hearing when it is
scheduled or prefer to communicate your opinion privately, you can call me at my
telephone number listed below.
 
Rest assured, your opinions on The Living Desert's request for a significant
monetary contribution from the City of Indian Wells will be heard.
 



Sincerely,
Greg Sanders
Mayor
City of Indian Wells
gsanders@indianwells.com
(949) 533-3429 (Cell)  

 

City of Indian Wells
44-950 Eldorado Drive
Indian Wells, CA 92210
(760) 346-2489

Monday- Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(Closed 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.)
Closed Major Holidays
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From:
To: Angelica Avila
Subject: Information to pass to City Council for 2/20 meeting
Date: Tuesday, February 20, 2024 3:34:59 PM

CAUTION: This email originated outside our organization. Be cautious with any links or
attachments.

Hi Angelica,

Please provide the City Council a copy of this email:

During the January 18th meeting, the CEO of the Living Desert Zoo and Gardens was only
able to confirm that the City of Rancho Mirage was contributing $500,000. For the other cities
in the Coachella Valley that benefit from the improvement to the Living Desert Zoo and
Gardens he said “We are likewise making similar requests of all the cities in the valley to
recognize the importance that the Living Desert plays in the overall economic infrastructure
and the economic benefits as derived from the organization proportionate to their population.”

 

If we are to base donations on population, since we only have Rancho Mirage to use as a
barometer, the following would be the suggested donations based on population from the 2020
Census:

 

Rancho Mirage –$500,000/16,999 = $29.41 per capita over 4 years

 

Desert Hot Springs      32,512 x $29.41 = $956,178

Palm Springs               44,575 x $29.41 = $1,310,951

Cathedral City             51,493 x $29.41 = $1,527,644

Palm Desert                51,163 x $29.41 = $1,504,704

Indian Wells                4,779 x $29.41 = $140,550

La Quinta                     37,558 x $29.41 = $1,104,581

Indio                            89,137 x $29.41 = $2,621,519

Coachella                    41,941 x $29.41 = $1,233,485

 

If we used the proposed level of donation asked of Indian Wells, the following would be the
suggested donations based on population from the 2020 Census:

mailto:aavila@indianwells.com


 

Indian Wells                $2,000,000/4,779 = $418.50 per capita over 4 years

 

Desert Hot Springs      32,512 x $418.50 = $13,606,272

Palm Springs               44,575 x $418.50 = $18,654,638

Cathedral City             51,493 x $418.50 = $21,549,821

Rancho Mirage           16,999 x $418.50 = $7,114,082

Palm Desert                51,163 x $418.50 = $21,411,716

La Quinta                     37,558 x $418.50 = $15,718,023

Indio                            89,137 x $418.50 = $37,303,835

Coachella                    41,941 x $418.50 = $17,552,309

R/Glenn Schubert
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host@ivwiews.com

Subject: FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

From:
Sent:
To: host@iwviews.com
Subjecfi Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

Thank you so much for this important information

Perhaps we need to circul.ate a petition that we an then detiver in person to the councit.

On Thu, Feb 8, 2024 at 6:59 AM Ty Peabody <host@iwviews.com> wrote:

1



\

host@iwviews.com

Subiect:

From
Sent:
To: host@iwviews.com
Subject: Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

$zt"t is INSANE!!!!!!! !

srmp .lllllllll

FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

1



host@ivwiews.com

Subiect: FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

From
Sent: MonddY, ry 2O24 4:O4PM

Re: Fu

It would be my recommendation that we compare the request for THIS donation with that which was requested from other

cities in our villey. We are very small and our donation should NOT exceed that of others much larger such as Palm

Desert and Rancho Mirage. Compare our revenues with theirs, and the funding request they received for this

expansion. What o/o of revenues are they donating? More research is recommended before addressing this request.

The Living Desert is a shared responsibili$ in this valley. The request in my opinion is TOO LARGE for our city to

honor. I am in favor of supporting their goals and successes but not at a price that is unreasonable and excessive.
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host@ivwiews.com

Subject:

From
Sent: ry 08,

FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

To: host@iwviews.com
Subject: Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

Ty

Thankyou for continuingto keep us informed on issues invotvingthe City. We have seen this kind of thing

irr other ptaces we've tived in our lives.

The Living Desert issue is certainLy a 'Sl"ippery SLope'. lt so easy to depart from a sotid practice of

conservatism and embark on new directions that feet good. We did it with Eisenhower Hospitat years

ago, atthough the former Mayor was invotved and arguabty every one of our residents coutd directty

benefit from their services. ln the support of the tennis event it is atso easy to see a direct benefit to the

City.

ln the case of the Living Desert it's more indirect and harder to see the benefit to our residents. The Pal.m

Springs Air Museum coul.d come forth with a simitar story to us about attracting tourists. I remain

unconvinced untess significant evidence of direct benefit to the residents of the City can be

demonstrated.

Thanks, Ty.
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host@ivwiews.com

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

host@iwviews.com
Thursday, February 08,202410:43 AM

Ty Peabody

FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

Sent: Thursday, February 202410:04 AM

To: host@iwviews.com
Subiect: RE: Funding Request for Living Desert

I like your analysis of the situation. ln particular, I appreciate the idea of searching for some things to cut (or cut back) in

order to be able to better afford a contribution to the Living Desert.

For what it is worth, I find it interesting to see how the various cities in the CV join forces to conffibute to community-

wide assets such as the Living Desert, the Eisenhower medical center, et cetera. lt must be a challenge to identify the

programs or facilities are worthy of multi-city contribution and what programs are not worthy and l'm sure some cities

are more generous (on a per capita basis) than others. The greater Palm Springs area is a very interesting assembly of

relatively small cities. lt appears to be quite a different situation than the usual "big city versus suburbs" tension'
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host@iwviews.com

Subject:

F

Sent:
To: host@iwviews.com
Subiect: Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

THROUGH MY DEAR

INDIAN WELLS RESID

CONSIDERINGALLTHE DEBTTHE COUNCIL HAS RUN UP.

FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

FAMILY FOUNDATION, I GIVE $1O,OOO A YEAR. I THINK MANIY

THE SAME. THERE IS NO NEED FOR OURTOWN TO GIVE

1



host@ivwiews.com

Subiect: FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

From
Sent:
To: host@iwviews.com
Subject: Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

Ty,

Another potentiat item to consider is "how is the overaLt funding going at The Living Desert?" I

understand they are trying to raise $ozmittion. This is a huge chaLtenge given the recent $18 mittion for

the Rhino pavition. perhaps if the lw donation goes ahead, there ought to be some overarching

conditions on use and timing at The Zoo.
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host@iwviews.com

Subiect: FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

From
Sent: 2A247:27 AM

To: host@iwviews.com
Subject: Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

Thankyou Ty. Since we, as taxpayers are paying to hetp fund Acrisure and perhaps the Living Desert, why

don,t we get discounted rates or even free tickets? Seems ontyfair doesn't it?



host@ivwiews.com

Subiect: FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

From:
Sent:
To: host@iwviews.com
Subject: Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

Hello Ty.........Re: my opinion - I'm in favor of making a contribution, however, consider a one-million-dollar

donation @250,000 per for 4 years. lt's still a substantial amount & presumably easier to
process......Than
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host@tvwtews.com

Subject: FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

Sent: Friday, ruary 5:03

To: host@iwviews.com
Subject: Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

Hetlo Ty,

I agree with the premise of your study, in terms of financiatty viabitity of contributing onty if there are

reductions from other areas of spending. l'm not sure where that woul,d come from, but you have listed a

few ideas. I think anything that generates revenue to the city (and that we make money on) shoutd stay in

the budget. proven areas of revenue losses (such as Winterfest and Acrisure) shoul.d tikety be removed

from our budget, regardtess of consideration of the Living Desert. l'd be interested to know whdt kind of

endowment funds the desert has. My guess is that it's quite Large and is wel,[ funded both privatety and

pubticty. I don,t agree with 1 ao/o of our budget going to the LD when we receive no proven financial

benefit. we att tove the LD, but I bel.ieve it's a very wett funded entity atr,eady. our generat fund has shrunk

greatty since we moved here 8 yrs ago and this woul.d appear to further the dectine. What is the benefit to

the city?

-

1



host@iwviews.com

Subiect: FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

Sent: February 08,20247:34
To: host@iwviews.com
Subjecfi Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

No. ParticularLy when the VUE needs so much hetp. Better ways to spend 2 mittion dotlars!

Get Outtook for iOS



host@iwviews.com

From:
Sent:
lo:
Subject:

February 08,2024
host@iwviews.com
Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

-

Great note. Thankyou

You asked for yes/no regarding support of the zoo. The response from our househotd is a "no"

Rational,e: Agree it is an attraction. Don't betieve anyone makes an overnight trip to this area to visit it, so

it doesn't draw in additionatvatteyvisitors. Lastty, and more importantty, we don't support keeping

animats in captivity for the occasionat viewing by humans, and donft betieve a pubtic body such as the

City of lW shoutd be funding such.

On Feb 8,2024, at 6:59 AM, Ty Peabody <host@iwviews.com> wrote:

1



host@iwviews.com

Subject:

From
Sent:

FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

February 08,2024L:4I
To: host@iwviews.com
Subject: Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

Thanks for the overview. I'm having trouble understanding why we woutd contribute to the Living Desert if
there woutd be no direct benefit to lndian Wetts residents, e.g. discounted memberships, resident
weekends, etc. etc.? lsn't the Living Desert in Patm Desert?

Best,

1



host@ivwiews.com

Subject: FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

From
Sent: M

To: host@iwviews.com
Subject: Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

Bad idea. $2 mittion??? Letthe residents decide.

On Thu, Feb 8, 2024 at 7:00 AM Ty Peabody <host@iwviews.com> wrote:

1



host@iwviews.com

Subiect: FW: Funding Request for Living Desert

From:
Sent: ry 7:24 AM
To: host@iwviews.com
Subject: Re: Funding Request for Living Desert

Thankyou so much for this important information

Perhaps we need to circulate a petitibn that we an then detiver in person to the council.

1




